MUSC 103 – INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC HISTORY & LITERATURE SYLLABUS

INSTRUCTOR:
STEVE RAGAN

TERM AND DAYS:
Sundays, 12:00 – 5:00 PM




August 17 – October 10, 2003

HOME PHONE NUMBER: 701.343.2059 (Larimore) or 218.694.3230 (Bagley)

CELL NUMBER: 701.739.3934

E-MAIL: stephen.ragan@lrsc.nodak.edu, musicman@polarcomm.com 

CLASS WEBSITE: http://members.fortunecity.com/musicman79
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: Introduction to the major works of music in

the Western tradition which define the stylistic elements of musical periods in history.

OBJECTIVES:  This course is to give the student a brief and general background into the history of Western Music from about the time of JS Bach to the present. There will be instruction into some of the great composers of the past, using lecture, film, audio recordings, discussion and research to accomplish this.  By the end of instruction, the student should be able to list the seven periods of music history, some of the basic stylistic characteristics of the periods; plus several composers and some of their compositions, by name and listening. In addition to these items, the student should be able to relate what is demonstrated in class to the UND-Lake Region philosophy:

I. An educated person must have a critical appreciation of society and self. This includes some understanding and experience in thinking about moral and ethical problems which enable an educated person to make discriminating moral personal choices - personal/inter-personal skills.

1. To understand how a human being behaves individually and how one is linked to one's social and natural environment -know thyself
5. To recognize the importance of leisure and develop the use of leisure for positive life changes - importance of leisure
II. An educated person must be able to think, speak, and write effectively -  communication/thinking skills.
4. To develop the critical listening and reading skills needed to interpret the messages of speakers and authors - reading/listening skills.

III. 
An educated person must have an understanding of other cultures to enable one to conduct life with reference to the wider world within which one lives - global/multicultural experiences.
1. To gain knowledge of Western and non-Western cultures and other times in order to better understand the world and its people - the world/eastern/Western civilizations.
IV. An educated person must have an appreciation for and an informed acquaintance with the arts and humanities. Experiencing the aesthetics of literature, the arts, and history will provide enrichment in a variety of diverse fields and life experiences - aesthetic/intellectual experiences.

1. To develop a knowledge of and appreciation for human accomplishments in art, music, literature, and history - appreciation for the arts and humanities.

2. To understand the connectedness and inter-dependency between events, entities, and ideas and the large context in which they exist - inter-disciplinary understanding.  

GRADING: There will be two 150 point (or so) exams given throughout the term.  Any cheating will result in a zero for that exam. The exams will not be comprehensive, although there may be some things that may be recalled.  If there is anything that needs to be recalled from one exam to the next, I will let you know in class, and we will cover all in class. There will be no make up exams given unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor. The exams will then be left with the Lake Region office and they will administer the exam.

The remaining portions your grade will be comprised of attendance and discussion points, 25 points for attendance in each class and 25 points possible each class for participation and discussion. It is very important for you to be in class – both at the base and online, as there is no text (yes, I know, BUMMER!) so, all material will be covered in class, and there will be discussion, so attendance is crucial.

At the end of the semester, grades will be averaged for those completing the term using the following percentages as a guideline:


Grading will be as follows:
A=90%






B=80%






C=70%






D=60%






F=59% & Down

The total possible points for the semester will be



Two Exams @ 150 points 


=   300



In class work - max 200 points

=   200



8 class periods @ 25 points


=   200



8 periods of participation @ 25 points
=   200



Total points possible



=   900


CLASS SCHEDULE: We will meet all regularly scheduled days. If you cannot make it to class, it is imperative that you contact me at one of the above numbers, by e-mail, or by contacting the LRSC desk and have them leave me a message. You may try to reach me at my home number, but I am frequently gone, so leave a message.  I think the best all around way of leaving messages or getting in touch with me is via e-mail, I check my mail several times a day, or use my cell number and leave a message on the voice mail - and I’ll try to get back to you ASAP.

