CLASSICAL 1750 – 1820

Historical Events

Declaration of Independence – 1776

French Revolution – 1789

Steam Engine – 1769

Electric Battery – 1775

Literature

Voltaire’s “The Candidate” - 1759

Adam Smith’s “The Wealth of Nations” - 1776

Gibbon’s “The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire” – 1788

Time of the Enlightenment

· A revolt against supernatural religion & the church; in favor of natural religion and practical morality

· A revolt against metaphysics, in favor of common sense

· A revolt against formality, in favor of freedom

· Was definitely an “Secular” movement

· Humanitarian Movement

· Rulers not only patronized the arts, but actually performed themselves:

· Frederick the Great of Prussia

· Catherine the Great of Russia

· Louis XVI of France

Music of the Enlightenment

· Pleased with agreeable sounds

· Moved by imitating feelings

· Tried not to puzzle one by too much elaboration and complexity

The Ideal Music of the Middle and Late 1700’s

· Language should be universal, not affected by boundries

· Should be noble, as well as entertaining

· Should be expressive

· Should be “natural” – not complicated by needless embellishments

Characteristics

1. Concerned with established practices

2. Strict adherance to tradition

3. Favored stability and clarity

4. Instrumental music more dominant than vocal music

5. Piano becomes the preferred keyboard instrument

6. The orchestra as we know it, begins to take shape

7. Brass and woodwind instruments are greatly improved

8. Writing for the orchestra, so the conductor could depend upon a score

9. Music dominated by German and Austrian composers

In the Classical Era, the word Sonata refers to a work in several movements ( usually 3 ) for one or two solo instruments

When a multimovement piece in the Classical is composed, the first movement contains a “Sonata-Allegro” form:

Sonata Allegro Form


First movement is divided into three parts, like a speech

1. Exposition 

A. Theme is revealed

B. A second theme is revealed

2. Development

A. Themes are restated

B. Themes are then expanded

3. Recapitulation

A. Themes restated as in the beginning

B. Finish the movement

Classical Opera


As with instrumental music, and the “Enlightenment”, choral music also changed with the times.


Opera Seria – “serious opera” – heroic or mythological material


Opera Buffa – “comic opera” – present familiar scenes, joyful endings, humorous






   always in the national language

· Changes were made to make opera’s more “natural”

· More flexible in structure

· More deeply expressive in content

· Arias and recitatives were alternated more flexibly

· Orchestra more important to the opera than in Baroque

· Chorus re-appear

· Consummation of these changes were the work of Christoph Gluck

· Born in Bohemia

· Court Composer to the Emperor at Vienna

· Began writing operas in the Baroque style, but was soon strongly affected by the “Enlightenment”

· Most famous operas

· Orfeo and Euridice (1762)

· Alceste (1767)

· Iphigenia in Aulis (1774)

Different names for the Comic Opera in the different lands:

Germany – Singspiel

England – Ballad Opera

Italy – Opera Buffa

France – Opera Comique

Solo songs, and other types of secular vocal music were produced in every country.

Most important new vocal form is the German Leid.

· These are German Art Songs

· Expressive like a folk song

· One note to a syllable

· Simple accompaniments

